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IDOT Breaks Ground On New Truck Maintenance Building

State-of-the-art campus, operationally and environmentally
CHICAGO-The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) broke ground today on a new truck maintenance building which will be constructed on the existing 7.4 acre site at the northeast corner of Harlem Avenue and Irving Park Road.  The site will include the new maintenance building, a 100-foot diameter salt dome completed in October 2008, and material storage bins.  Three existing buildings were removed under a separate project prior to construction.  Space for a park will be provided on the lawn area along the east side of the site adjacent to Harlem Avenue. 
“We are very excited about the new north-side maintenance facility which will provide IDOT a state-of-the-art campus, operationally and environmentally, allowing the department to continue providing top-notch service to the motoring public as well as being a very friendly neighbor,” said IDOT Secretary Gary Hannig.
The $4.68 million project includes $350,000 for design and engineering, $763,822 for the salt dome and conveyor system, and $3,570,042 for the new maintenance building.  The building should be complete in the spring of 2010.  The project is being overseen by the Capital Development Board, which coordinates all non-road, state-funded construction projects.  
“This project is a great opportunity to create jobs and economic opportunities for the State of Illinois and enhance the neighborhood at the same time.  It’s a win-win situation for all concerned,” said CDB Executive Director Jim Riemer.

“I am very pleased to see the new building go to construction,” said Senator James DeLeo       (D-Chicago).  “This will help improve the quality of life for residents in this community and the park on the lawn will really be nice for the neighborhood residents.  We appreciate the Department of Transportation really making this a priority.” 

 “These much needed improvements are replacing a building that was deteriorating and unsafe for workers,” says State Rep. Michael McAuliffe (R-Chicago).  “This new environmentally friendly facility is esthetically pleasing for the many residents and visitor traveling along this busy intersection in addition to providing a safe and productive work environment for state employees.” 

The operational features include mechanic bays equipped with truck lifts, computer access, fluid reels, and an adjacent machine shop.  Equipment maintenance will be enhanced with wash racks on both sides of the wash bay, as well as ample inside truck storage.  Salt and material storage will be in an organized fashion with simple flow patterns for deliveries as well as loading for use along area roadways.
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