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Mississippi River crossings closed by high water at Gulfport and Ft. Madison; Keokuk Bridge remains open
Delays expected at Keokuk Bridge as traffic is moving in one direction at a time
SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in coordination with the Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA), announced that the Mississippi River crossings are closed at Gulfport (U.S. Rt. 34) and Ft. Madison (IL Rt. 96). The Keokuk Bridge was reopened early this morning, but motorists should expect long delays as traffic will be reduced to one direction at a time approaching the bridge on the Illinois side while crews work to build up the elevation of U.S. Rt. 136.

In Quincy, the Memorial Bridge remains closed due to high water and all traffic is crossing the Mississippi via the Bayview Bridge, which is temporarily carrying traffic in both directions.
To the north, IDOT and the Iowa Department of Transportation advise that the drivers should cross the Mississippi using the bridges in the Quad Cities area.
For an updated list of state highways that have closures in effect, go to:  http://www.dot.state.il.us/road/closures.txt. The road closure information is also available by phone at 1-800-452-IDOT (4368).
State officials encourage people along the Mississippi River and other flooded waterways in Illinois to ensure they are adequately prepared for emergencies by having a family emergency plan and a disaster supply kit with such items as a three-day supply of water, non-perishable food, battery-operated radio, flashlight and a first aid kit. More information about personal emergency planning can be found on the Ready Illinois website at www.ready.illinois.gov.
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