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Per the reauthorization of transportation funding under the federal transportation act of SAFETEA-LU, transit-related projects receiving funding under certain federal programs must be a part of a coordinated plan that addresses the comprehensive mobility needs of a community.  The programs that require a coordinated plan are the following:
Section 5310 Formula Program for Elderly Persons and Persons with Disabilities
Section 5316 Job Access Reverse Commute (JARC) 

Section 5317 New Freedom Program

The Human Service Transportation Plan (HSTP) will identify service needs and gaps from a regional perspective and recommend strategies to encourage the most effective use of available transportation services for the region (including those projects receiving 5311 Rural Area funding assistance).

Elements of the plans will include:
· A review of existing and ongoing plans that involve the coordination of public transit/paratransit services and human service transportation services in the region 

· An inventory of existing services that provide transportation for persons who are elderly, persons with disabilities, and persons with lower incomes 

· A regional transportation needs assessment 

· Identification of areas where there are overlapping or gaps in service and creating  strategies to address the gaps 

· Regional policies and strategies 

· Recommendations for future program years, including the competitive selection process and criteria for the three programs highlighted above
Plans will be developed and adopted through a comprehensive participation process by representatives from public, private and non-profit transportation and human service providers, as well as regional planning agencies and public officials that represent counties within HSTP regional areas. Transportation projects receiving funds through 5316 and 5317 federal programs will be competitively selected at the state level by the State Oversight Committee.
This planning initiative will occur through a collaborative effort of the Illinois Department of Transportation’s Division of Public and Intermodal Transportation (IDOT-DPIT), the Illinois Institute of Rural Affairs’ Rural Transit Assistance Center (IIRA-RTAC), and the Illinois Association of Regional Councils (ILARC).
For more information, please contact Erica Interrante, Program Manager (312) 793-3532, Erica.Interrante@illinois.gov
